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we follow a policy of narrow economic nationalism, such as our
extreme and disastrous tariff policy after the last war. We must
realise that our own prosperity depends fully as much on prosperous
conditions in other countries as their prosperity depends on us.
We must show now by our positive acts of collaboration with other
nations of like mind that we are prepared to shoulder our full share
of responsibility for building a better world."

In commenting on this quotation, I said, "That was a gesture
which should have received an immediate response from this
country; I know that the Chancellor's heart is all right but it is
unfortunate that he does not give a more definite response to such
a generous gesture from Cordell Hull, which obviously represents
the mind of the Executive in Washington."

When I was in Washington in the summer of 1943, I heard
more than one complaint against the poor response this liberal
attitude was receiving in my country.

When, therefore, a debate was opened on soth April, 1944, on
Commonwealth unity, especially in relation to trade, I went out
of my way to advocate co-operation with the U.S.A. This was
most necessary, because speaker after speaker, including Shinwell,
preached the Ottawa policy to which so much exception had been
taken in America by our well-wishers, even more than our enemies.
I reminded the House that on 23rd February, 1942, we signed an
agreement with the United States arising out of the policy of lend-
lease, clause 7 of which says, "In the final determination of the
benefits to be provided to the U.S.A. by the Government of the
United Kingdom in return for aid furnished under Lease-Lend
Acit, the terms and conditions should be such as not to burden
commerce between the two countries, but to promote mutually
advantageous economic relations between them to the betterment
of world-wide economic relations, . . ." But these are -the
important words, "the elimination of all forms of discriminatory
treatment in international commerce and to the reduction of tariffs
and other trade barriers; and in general, to the attainment of all
the economic objectives set out in the Atlantic Charter."

I went on to point out, "That agreement was signed over two
years ago at the time of our direst peril when we were militarily
weak, short of arms and short of materials. Our only hope was
generous treatment by the United States. As a result of the
leadership of Mr. Roosevelt, the remarkably generous policy of
lend-lease was initiated. In this agreement not very much was
asked in return, and it would be most unfortunate at a time like,
this, when our armies, our airmen and our navies are fighting side
by. side, if it were thought on the other side of the Atlantic that we